
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Citing Electronic Resources in APA Format 
 
When citing an electronic source, include the same information you would for a print resource (author, title, etc.). Direct readers as 
close as possible to the information being cited. Verify your URLs prior to submitting your bibliography. 

 
 
 

Web Sites 
 

 
 
Citation Elements: 
(minimum requirements) 
 
• Authors(s), 

whenever possible 
• Date of publication 

or update (use 
n.d.—no date when 
date is unavailable) 

• Document title OR 
description 

• Web address (URL) 

 
Type  

 
Format 

 
Example 

 
General format 

for Web 
document 

 
Author(s) Last Name, Initial(s). (Year).  Title of 

the Web site document.  Retrieved from 
URL 

 

 
Gutkowski, K. (2009). Cosmetic surgery. Retrieved from 

http://knol.google.com/k/cosmetic-surgery 
 
 

 
Web document 
with no date or 

author given  

 
Title of Web site document. (n.d.).  
             Retrieved from URL 
 

The Harlem renaissance. (n.d.). Retrieved from 
http://www.biography.com/blackhistory/harlem-
renaissance.jsp 

 
Web document 
from an online 

reference 
source 

 
Author(s) Last Name, Initial(s). (Year).  Title of 

the Web site document.  In Title of the 
reference source.  Retrieved from URL 

 

 
Hookway, C. J. (2007). Pragmatism. In Stanford 

encyclopedia of philosophy. Retrieved from 
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/pragmatism/ 

 
 

6th Edition 

Updated 4/15/2015 LD 



Electronic Periodical Articles: including Journals, Magazines or Newspapers 
Based on The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA) (6th edition) (Ref 808.02 A512 2010) 

 
Electronic periodical articles are primarily available through PROPRIETARY DATABASES. Libraries pay a fee for subscriptions to these 
databases. Although these databases are posted and accessible via the Internet, don’t confuse them with general web sites. Examples of how 
to cite articles from databases, ejournals and Internet articles are listed below.  
 
 
 
 
Citation Elements: 
 
• Author(s) 
• Date of publication 
• Title of article 
• Journal title 
• Volume, issue 

number, section      
(if applicable) 

• Length or pagination 
• Digital Object 

Identifier (doi)  
Use a doi. (if 
assigned). 
If no doi: 
The second choice is 
the URL of the 
journal home page.  
The third choice is 
the home page URL 
for the journal’s 
online archive (ex.: 
jstor.org). 
 

 
Type 

 
Format 

 
Example: 

 
Electronic copy of a 

journal article (when 
doi is known) 

 
Author(s) Last Name, Initial(s). (Year).  

Article title. Periodical title, Volume 
(issue if any), paging or length.  
doi:xxxxxxxxxxx   

 
 

 
Ram, S. P., & Rye, E. G. (2007). Metacognition and 

transfer: Keys to improving marketing 
education. Journal of Marketing, 29(1), 18-24. 
doi:10.1177/0273475306291469 

 

Electronic copy of a 
journal article (when 

doi is unknown)  

 

 
Author(s) Last Name, Initial(s). (Year).  

Article title. Periodical title, Volume 
(issue if any), paging or length.   

 
Beidler, P. G., & Fry, F. A. (1995). First death in 

the fourth world: Teaching the emergence 
myth of the Hopi Indians. American Indian 
Quarterly, 19(1), 75-89.  

 

 
 
Web Sites on Citing Electronic Resources 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/10/ 
http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/works_cited 
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